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be the opinion of trade experts on the respective merits
of zinc oxide and white lead, it would be puerile to make
of it a condition of the hereafter, since it is the law itself
which places us under the obligation of abandoning- the
latter and using the former. What is the good, therefore,
of recriminating? Is it not preferable to bow before this
law, if not with good grace, at least in a dignified and
intelligent manner, whilst searching for the best of which
its application is capable ?
By following this advice, the painters of France will
reply in the wisest possible way to the accusation of
routine, which people are always so ready to hurl at them ;
and they owe it to themselves to show that they are as
capable of discussing white zinc as they are of discussing
white lead. It is an affair of goodwill and common sense.
Such is the thought that has guided the Author in this
small treatise, which he has just written with the most
complete good faith after five years of repeated observa-
tions and patient researches, renewed and controlled ex-
periments. He dedicates them to his colleagues without
distinction of school, category, or nationality, with the
desire of being useful to the generality amongst them, and
in any case to interest them.
The Author's work is free from all idea of lucre or
mercantile profit; there will not be met with, as already
said, any form of advertisement, and still less particular
or special recommendations of any brands of white zinc.
The Author, moreover, considers that every brand has its
respective value, but that none of them can, as yet, so
excel as to be the ideal white zinc having all the collective
properties reunited in one.